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In 2014, we celebrated the centennial of the first world war, and is not just a date 
for Noginsk residents because 209th Bogorodsky infantry regiment took part in the 
first world war and died tragically. That is why we felt that it is very important that 
the modern inhabitants of Noginsk know and remember the heroic past of their fel-
low townsmen.

Our memory of the heroes of the great patriotic war is still strong, but the lessons 
of the first world war are further away from us and the lesser we know and remember 
about them. The memory wears off, the connection between generations breaks, the 
symbols become meaningless... That is why we enthusiastically undertook the resto-
ration and preservation of the history of our native land and combined caring people 
under the banner of the project «Entrenchment of the memory of the soldiers of the 
209th Bogorodsky infantry regiment». The project allows us to tell today’s residents of 
the Moscow region the history of the 209th Bogorodsky infantry regiment, formed at 
the beginning of the First World War in Bogorodsk – the parish town of the Moscow 
province. Involving the city residents in the project with special emphasis on attract-
ing young people, we preserve the history of the regiment, the history of its military 
path, its tragic death, thereby reviving it in our minds, in our hearts, because peo-
ple are alive while the memory of them lives. This explains why the following words 
became the motto of the project: We remember, we are proud, we honor – they 
excellently convey the idea of the project and the feelings of the people involved in it.

A creative team that included representatives of museums, public organizations 
of the media, clergymen was gathered to carry out the work.

The aim of our work is to preserve the historical memory as the basis for the 
civil and patriotic education of children and adolescents, for the preservation of the 
memory of the warriors who fled heroically on the battlefields of the First World War 
in East Prussia.

The main task as we see it is an increase in the interest of young people to study 
the history of the country and their region, the formation of a sense of patriotism, 
respect for the origins of Russian spirituality and culture.

THE BATTLE WAY OF THE 209TH BOGORODSKY  
INFANTRY REGIMENT.

Historical Background 
Prepared by Rodnikova E.I.

The contradictions between European countries that bundled in a tight knot 
in the 19th century led to the First World War, which determined the history of 
the entire 20th century. The interests of the two largest military and political 
groupings of world powers collided in it: Germany and its allies constituting the 
Triple Alliance on the one hand and England, France, Russia, united in the En-
tente on the other. Each coalition pursued its military and political goals, which 
resulted in the territorial repartition of the world, the seizure of new colonies, 
markets, and sources of raw materials.

The shot that thundered in Sarajevo on June 28, 1914, a month later re-
sponded with a rumble of Austrian guns that shot Belgrade and announced to 
the world that a terrible four-year bloody massacre of 1914–1918 had begun. 
In connection with these events, Russia announced partial mobilization at first 
and then the general one. Germany’s response to the mobilization in Russia 
was expressed by presenting an ultimatum demanding that it cease military 
preparations. Having received no answer, Germany declared war on Russia on 
1st of August, and the imperial proclamation declaring war was published on 
the second day.

According to the mobilization schedule of 1910, 7,451 people were drafted 
from the Bogorodsky parish, of which 2,303 people were sent to form a second 
infantry regiment, which received its number – the 209th, and, as was custom-
ary, the name of the city from where it was drafted – Bogorodsky. The regiment 
was formed on the basis of the combat unit of professional military personnel – 
the 1st Life Grenadier Yekaterinoslavsky regiment of the Emperor Alexander II. 
280 lower ranks and 16 officers entered the staff of the 209th Bogorodsky infan-
try regiment. Colonel knyaz E.B. Massalsky was appointed the first commander 
of the regiment. The regiment was part of the 53rd Infantry Division under the 
command of Lieutenant-General S.I. Fedorov (from 19th of July 1914 until 8th 
of February 1915).

From 22nd of July to 7th of August (hereinafter all dates are in the Julian 
calendar), the regiment was in Moscow, where the tactical exercises of the bat-
talions were conducted, and training firing was conducted at the Khodynka 
shooting range. There was also formed a musical team there. The hastily trained 
regiment was already sent to the North-Western Front in early August, where 
the Russian command undertook an offensive East Prussian operation4. Before 
sending them to the front on 6th of August, a moleben was hold, regimental 
and squadron images were consecrated, a delegation from the city of Bogorodsk 
welcomed the regiment and presented it with the icon of St. Nicholas the Won-
derworker on 7th of August. In the evening of this day, the regiment was put on 
the train and sent to the front. On the 10th of August, the regiment arrived at 
the landing site – Radzivilishki – concentrated and marched towards Taurogen.

The immediacy of the regiment marching to the front is due to the fact that 
France, whose troops were defeated by the Germans, appealed to Russia for an 

4. East Prussian operation was held from 4th (17th) of August to 2th (15th) of September.
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immediate offensive in order to force Germany to transfer its troops to the Eastern 
Front. The 1st Russian army, which included 209th regiment, crossed the Neman 
river and invaded East Prussia, narrowing the 8th German army. Troops, which 
included 209th regiment, made an attack on Tilsit. The city was abandoned by 
the German troops without a fight and a moleben was served in the city on this 
occasion. In Tilsit, the regiment was stationed in barracks, where tactical combat 
exercises were conducted. During this period, individual parts of the regiment, 
advanced formations, and parties of reconnaissance units participate in combat 
operations. The first clash with the enemy occurred in the village of Fridrich-
graben on August 24, 1914. The enemy composed of two squadrons started the 
shooting with our right outpost. 1st platoon of the 1st squadron under the com-
mand of Ensign Sokolov immediately supported the outpost, 4th platoon under 
the command of senior non-commissioned officer Mischenko made an enveloping 
maneuver towards the left flank of the enemy. These units forced the enemy to 
abandon their positions and retreat beyond the channel.

The German commanders, voicing concern regarding the promotion of Rus-
sian troops deep into East Prussia, had to withdraw most of their troops from 
the Western front and redeploy them in East Prussia. The enemy managed to 
inflict a heavy defeat on the 2nd, and then the 1st Russian armies and to 27th of 
August to fling them back from East Prussia. The 1st army retreated with heavy 
rear guard fights. The 209th regiment retreated together with the army. The 
regiment was at the rear guard on all the time, covering the division’s retreat, 
restraining the enemy’s push under Labau, Kussinen, Vladislavov. Developing 
their attack, Germans came to the frontier of the Neman river and to the borders 
of the Russian Empire. On 2nd of September 1914, the regiment was ordered 
to guard bridges over the river Neman, upon which the troops were retreating 
from Eastern Prussia. The regiment took the position on the left side of the Ne-
man river with the front to the Northwest to guard bridges and cover the carts 
and 56th Division departing from Srednik. The enemy opened a sharp shrapnel 
fire. The regiment, despite heavy losses, topped the position and began to recede 
only after receiving the order.

After the battle, the regiment moved to the city of Kovno (Kaunas now), where 
it had guard duty and conducted tactical exercises, which was important for the 
secondary regiment.

In the South-Western front, beating the Austrian troops in the Galician bat-
tle, the Russian troops threatened invasion of the industrial areas of Germany, 
the path to which turned out to be open. In this regard, the Russian command-
ers planned the invasion deep into Germany using forces of the Southwestern 
Front and developed an operation that was called Warsaw-Ivangorod5.

To ensure the operation, the Northwestern Front forces consisting of 1st 
army and 10th army, that was formed after the crash of 2nd army for the stabi-
lization of the front at the end of August 1914, were supposed to start a new of-
fensive in East Prussia. (First August operation)6. The main goal of the Russian 
high command was to improve the tactical position on the site of military action, 
as well as to pin down the enemy during the Warsaw-Ivangorod operation.

After receiving the order on 26th of September 1914, the regiment moved from 
the village of Rudze and crossed the Sheshupu river near Dvarishken village. The 

5. Warsaw-Ivangorod operation 15th (28th) of September – 26th of October (8th of November)

6. The First August operation 12th (25th) of September – 29th of October (13th of November)

battalions moved in the ranks «by companies». The goal of the movement was to 
operate behind enemy lines. 2nd battalion was sent forward in the vanguard. 
Vanguard moved past Urbantatten manor and, after passing the bridge, stopped 
in front of it. At that hour, the first artillery shells were fired, the shrapnel began 
to explode. Companies lay down and courageously withstood an hour and a half 
of shrapnel and grenades fire, then went to the manor. As soon as the regiment 
concentrated at the manor, the enemy opened gun and rifle fire upon it. The 
regiment documents – operations record book, reports, the Adjutant’s of the regi-
ment field book show the stress of the combat. Let’s look at the operations record 
book of the regiment: «No. 34. Firing strong shrapnel fire from the South-East, 
the enemy quickly shifted fire to the squadron, then to the lines, and the enemy 
squadron moved from place to place and fired from the South-East and then from 
the South. The enemy lines quietly left the forest on the eastern side, then quickly 
approached and lay at a distance of 300 steps and opened heavy fire. About 7:00 
pm the enemy with 2 battalions tried to circumvent the North-East, but the fire of 
2 our machine guns forced them to withdraw. Despite the heavy fire of the enemy 
and his considerable force (1 brigade against infantry regiment) our chains kept 
up to 11:00 pm when, under heavy fire, they were forced to depart by battal-
ions to Shirvin and Vladislavov, and they retreated in good order under the com-
mand of their officers» (here and below the punctuation and spelling preserved in 
excerpts from documents). The confusion of Regimental Commander Massalsky 
and, as a consequence, the total lack of leadership should also be noted. The regi-
ment departed under the command of Captain Vezenkov. The regiment had lost 
a large number of personnel officers in this battle and the mortality of the lower 
ranks was also significant. On the 1st of October 1914, the Regiment arrived in 
the village Tumry. Its new Commander – Colonel Nikolai Mikhailovich Miglevskij 
(1866–?) – arrived later in Tumry.

According to the troop list, the composition of the non-commissioned ranks 
of the lower infantry regiment of the Russian army included a priest. And the 
209th Bogorodsky infantry regiment had its priest. His rank and name are 
known: hieromonk Philotheus, secular name Philippe Ivanovich Ancipychev – 
hieromonk of the Nikolo-Ugreshsky monastery. He was introduced to the award 
for the participation in the battle under Urbantatten.

In October 1914, the 20th Army Corps, the part of which was the 53rd Divi-
sion, was transferred to the 10th Army. Back in September, during the First 
August operation, the 10th army began an offensive against the 8th German 
army. As a result of heavy fighting, the Russian forces in pursuit of Germans 
cleared the August forests, captured Stalljupjonnen and Goldap and went to the 
reinforced line of Masurian Lakes and the river Angerapp prepared for the de-
fense by the Germans. The abundance and variety of artificial obstacles stopped 
the Russian army, it could not take them by storm because of insignificant 
means to overcome such obstacles or their complete absence within the Russian 
army. The entry in the operations record book for 29th of November describes 
one of these sites: «The reconnaissance revealed that the enemy’s trenches are 
well fortified. The trees along the Angarapp river were chopped down and fell, 
their peaks were turned towards us, they were surrounded by wire barriers and 
notches.». Having re-entered East Prussia, the 10th Russian army stretched out 
on the front in 160 km with a continuous thin line of trenches with the complete 
absence of reserves. Both its flanks were «in suspension»: they did not come to 
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any fortresses, did not adhere to any natural boundaries. The location of the 
army was as follows:

1.  Verzhbolovskaya group consisting of the 3rd Army Corps  
and two cavalry units;

2.  The 20th Army Corps under the command of the general  
of the artillery P.I. Bulgakov (1856 – ?)

3.  The 26th Army Corps;
4.  The 3rd Siberian Corps.
The General of infantry Thaddeus Vasilievich Sivers (1853–1915) was ap-

pointed 10th Army Commander from the 23rd of September. 
The 20th Corps Headquarters defined the position of the 53rd Division by the 

order dated 9th of November 1914 and, accordingly, the left combat area was 
formed by the order No. 8. The front of the battle zone stretched from the Anger-
man village (exclusively) along the northwestern edge of the Scalischer Forest 
(part of the Rominten Forest) to the town of Goldap. The composition of this 
military section included the 209th Bogorodsky infantry regiment. The Com-
mander of the regiment was N.M. Miglewski. An experienced officer who knows 
his own business, he determined the location of the forces entrusted to him from 
the moment of his appointment, chose the most important positions for defense, 
proceeded with construction of the protective facilities and strengthened oc-
cupied positions. A combat engineer platoon is arriving in the regiment under 
the command of ensign Polyansky for the construction of the crossing over the 
Angerapp river. The several lines in the operations record book reveal how the 
bridge was being built: «Combat engineer officer Polyansky built a bridge of 30 
arshins long across the Angerapp river under artillery fire.»

By the end of 1914, the forces of the parties had dried up, the troops had 
lost their offensive initiative, the active hostilities between the opponents had 
ceased. Burying themselves in trenches, the armies waged a grueling and inef-
fective positional war. The confrontation between the two opposing sides was 
accompanied by almost daily artillery fire and incessant shootings. Artillery 
shootings often turned into artillery dueling. This series of continuous bombard-
ments inflicted considerable damage on the positions of the regiment, destroy-
ing trenches and causing deaths. Especially terrible were the salvos of heavy ar-
tillery, which literally tore up trenches along with their defenders. But Russian 
artillerymen did their job excellently, successfully coped with German artillery, 
opposing their combat skills in combat with it, as evidenced by the entries in 
the operations record book. Here is one of them: «6th of December. The enemy 
fired upon the trenches, causing great destruction. Despite the strong fire, the 
11th company did not leave the trenches. Our artillery answered and soon si-
lenced the enemy. During the fire of the Dombrovken village, that was set by our 
artillery, there were explosions of cartridges, it could be assumed that the ware-
houses were burning.» There are also noted the sorties of regimental scouts in 
the operations record book: «December 16. In the evening, eight hunters learned 
that the enemy’s guard was set only at nightfall, changed clothes to white (so 
they could fade into the snow), climbed into the trench of the guard. When the 
darkness came, five Germans began to approach the trench. By letting the en-
emy in at the point-blank range, our soldiers charged with the bayonets, and 
when the frightened Germans began to run away, they opened fire on them, as a 
result of which two were killed and one seriously wounded and taken prisoner.»

The first year of the war was coming to an end. In the last hours of the outgo-
ing year, the regimental adjutant, lieutenant Baranovsky, makes the last entry 
in the operations record book: «On December 31, at 3 pm, the night-long vigil 
was celebrated on the occasion of the New Year’s Eve. It was quiet at the front, 
there were no shots, and this made it possible to calmly celebrate the New Year. 
Concluding the chronicle of 1914, I will say that the Bogorodians with their glo-
rious commander will not return without a victory over the enemy and the glory 
of the regiment.»

The year 1915 came, bitter for the Russian army and Russia itself, which 
entered the history of the First World War as the year of the «great retreat».

Before the campaign began in 1915, the belligerent countries conducted its 
strategic planning. A trench war began on the Western front or, as it was still 
called, a «trench seat». The absence of military operations on the Western Front 
allowed Germany to transfer a significant part of its troops to the Eastern Front, 
where troops were also accumulated that were newly formed and brought from 
the interior of the country. These were fresh military units, not exhausted by 
fights and not tired by prolonged sitting in the trenches. Germany was prepar-
ing for the offensive. The first task of the German command was to drive the 
Russian army out of the borders of East Prussia, surrounding and destroying 
the 10th Russian army. The general operation was carried out by Hindenburg.
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Since the beginning of the war, the Russian army had been in constant 
marches and bloody battles. Its strength was exhausted, the officers suffered 
heavy losses. A shortage of weapons began to be felt by the end of 1914.

To defeat the 10th Russian Army, the German command was preparing 
its favorite strategic tactic «bypass-coverage». The operational plan consisted 
of the following: the 8th German Army attracting attention by minor combat 
operations should not let go the two central Russian corps, 20th and 26th, by 
keeping them in place until a detour was developed. In the meantime, strong 
strike groups concentrated on the flanks were to cover the flanks and go be-
hind the lines of the Russian army. At the end of January, the regrouping of 
the German forces was over, and the Germans launched an offensive. The se-
vere frosts struck 10–12 days before the German offensive, a snow storm broke 
out. Mighty gusts of wind swept the snow to the high snowdrifts. Frosts gave 
way to a thaw, then it got colder again. The roads on the slopes and ramps 
turned into ice mountains.

 Bearing on previously prepared positions, the Germans dealt a crushing 
blow to the flanks of the 10th Russian Army, on 25th of January – to its left, and 
on 26th – to its right flank. The 10th Army was not ready to repel such a blow, 
and the threat of defeat was hanging over it.

The first attack of the German offensive directed at the right flank was taken 
over by the 3rd Army Corps. By 28th of January, unable to withstand this pres-
sure of the German forces, it began to retreat to Kovno, opening the right flank 
and rear of the 20th Army Corps. The only salvation of the corps in this situ-
ation was a retreat to the south, a non-stop march with a short rest without 
lodging and stages, despite the difficulties of the road. But the command of the 
North-Western Front, stubbornly unwilling to reckon with the difficult opera-
tional situation, did not give such an order, despite all the efforts of Sivers – the 
Commander of the 10th Army – and Budberg – the head of his headquarters, 
– who tried to convince the front headquarters that there would be no other 
solution under these circumstances. The precious time was lost in pointless 
negotiations. And only late at night on 29th of January, Sivers got permission to 
act on the situation, but with recommended ways of retreat, including one to the 
Sopotskin. The decision was belated. The Germans managed to penetrate deep 
behind the lines of the 20th Corps, cutting its rear ways east to the Neman. On 
January 30, the German troops occupied Mariapol, Lyudvinov, and Calvaria, 
and rushed to Lodz, occupying this city on January 31.

Having received the order to retreat, the 20th Army Corps began movement 
on the line Vizhainy-Bakalarjevo. They moved with incredible efforts, dragging 
artillery by their arms. People and horses were exhausted overcoming dozens 
of miles of deep snowdrifts. The 53rd Division also retreated together with the 
corps. The commander of the 209th regiment, occupying the southern section 
of the division’s location, because of the late receipt of the order for withdrawal, 
informed that the regiment would join the general column at the initial point 
of Goldap only at 10 o’clock in the evening. At 11 pm, after the approach of 
the 209th regiment, the division withdrew, destroying bridges on the Goldap 
river. The path ran through the forest. By the dawn of January 30, the division 
passed the dangerous zone of Romintensky forest and moved down the highway 
over the ice-covered ground to Dubenishken, where they arrived at 2 pm. At 
8:00 pm the 53rd Division arrived at the designated point Przherosl-Olshanka-

Lanoviche, overcome 32 versts for 25 hours, and was located in Lanoviche and 
Pavlovka. At the Olshanka village, a front cover to the north and northwest was 
set, from where the sounds of battle came. People were on their last legs because 
of terrible fatigue.

 There was a thaw on the night of 29th to 30th of January, as it often hap-
pens in those places. The roads turned into bottomless streams of mud. Further 
movement proceeded along the washed clay roads and marshy lowlands of the 
Suwalki province.

On January 31, the 209th Regiment received an order to go to Bakalarjevo 
to allow parts of the 28th Division to withdraw to Suwalki. Somewhat later, the 
order was canceled, although the regiment had almost reached Bakalarjevo. The 
regiment was ordered to withdraw to Suwalki. Approaching the Suwalki at 7 
o’clock in the evening, the regiment received another order from the headquar-
ters of the corps: immediately advance to the village of Prudzyshki, forming a 
rear guard with the guarding of the Yelenevo-Czarnokovizna Line (on the north 
shore near the Osovo village).

On February 1, all parts of the corps were concentrated in Suwalki. All the 
streets and squares in the city were packed with carts and artillery so that the 
movement was not possible either way. Late on the evening of February 1, the 
corps commander sent an order to major general Chizhov (brigade commander 
of the 29th Division) to leave Suwalki and with his brigade, the 209th regiment 
and the 1st platoon of the 53rd artillery brigade to go to Tartak-Rudawku-Giby, 
so they can block the enemy’s way to the south. But the 209th regiment and 
artillerymen did not arrive, and the brigade commander did not look for them 
(perhaps the regiment did not receive an order in the confusion in the city or 
received it later).

The Germans, continuing the circumvention operation, outstripped the 
corps and approached the Sejny (30 km east of Suwalki) on January 31. The 
next day the city was taken. Thus, the rear lines of the retreat of the 20th Corps 
to the east to the Neman were cut off. Only an immediate and rapid retreat to 
the south in the direction of Augustow-Lipsk and further to the Bobr river cross-
ings could save the corps. Bulgakov did not dare to independently give such an 
order, and the army commander demanded to detain the enemy at Suwalki. And 
only by the evening of February 1, when it became known at the army headquar-
ters that the Sejny was occupied by the enemy, Bulgakov received permission 
to withdraw, and not to the south, but to the southeast, to Sopotskin, as it was 
determined by the commander of the front. On the same day, the chief of staff 
of the 10th Army Budberg telegraphed Bulgakov: «I believe that under the cir-
cumstances that have arisen, you must retreat to Augustow». The commander 
of the 20th Corps was faced with a decision on which the destiny of his corps 
depended: to disobey the order and to withdraw the corps to the south and 
save it or obey the order. And Bulgakov, who was brought up in the tradition 
of unquestioning obedience to the order, did not dare to contradict. He did not 
have the iron will, the firmness of spirit and that particular bravery to take on 
the most terrible, most severe responsibility for the decision. On February 2 at 
4 o’clock in the morning Bulgakov gives a suicidal order to retreat to Sopotskin, 
and the 20th Army Corps, which was thrown upon its own resources, rushed to 
meet its death. The path of the corps ran through the hard-to-pass Augustow 
forest along narrow dirt and forest roads for almost 100 versts.
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It became clear even at Suwalki that it was necessary to get rid of the carts 
that slowed down the movement and made it difficult. The corps commander 
decides to send the second-line carts ahead of the corps to Sopotskin, and then 
to Grodno. Under this order, all the carts moved from the Brizgel village at 9:00 
pm February 1 and arrived in Sapotskin at 5:00 am February 2. By 8 o’clock in 
the evening, when the carts were ready to leave Sopotskin, the advanced units 
of the Germans approached him. The cart of the 209th regiment, shelled by 
machine-gun and rifle fire, escaped from Sopotskin. The team of eleven men 
guarding the convoy under the command of the regimental adjutant lieuten-
ant Baranovsky with the rescued cart arrived on February 3 at 7 o’clock in the 
morning in Grodno. Most of the carts could not break out of Sopotskin.

On February 2 at 8 o’clock in the morning, the corps left Suwalki and started 
moving to the Mahartse, an important road junction. At 2 am on February 2, 
the connection with the army headquarters was cut off and was no longer being 
restored. The 209th regiment was part of the reserve and, by order of the corps 
headquarters, was to take a position near the Yuryzdyk village.

After the departure of the 26th and 3rd Siberian Corps beyond the Beaver 
river, the 20th Corps was cut off from the main forces of the 10th Russian Army. 
The German troops, who did not manage to encircle the entire 10th army, threw 
all their forces upon the 20th Corps. It was decided to surround the Russians in 
the area Suwalki-Augustow. On February 3, in the morning, the 27th division 
that was in front collided near the village of Mahartse and Sersky Lias with the 
advanced units of the 42nd German division, hastening to Augustow to com-
plete the encirclement of the corps. It was necessary to beat the Germans out of 
the village. The 108th Saratovsky regiment coped brilliantly with this task. The 
encirclement of the corps conceived by the Germans in the area of Augustow 
was no longer possible. After the battle, the 108th Regiment was assigned to 
rest, it was replaced by the 209th Regiment.

Many in the corps headquarters and the commander himself believed that the 
Germans’ plan failed, and the corps managed to avoid encirclement. This prob-
ably explains why the corps commander did not hurry to give the order to leave, 
spending the rest of the day on February 3 in inactivity. He decided to give troops 
their rest and pull up the stragglers. But the failure only temporarily confused the 
plans of the Germans. They continued to squeeze the ring of encirclement.

With a significant delay, the movement of the corps resumed on the night of 
February 4. The withdrawal of the corps was covered by the 209th and 116th 
regiments. The enemy, moving along the eastern shore of Lake Tobolovo, came 
out against the 209th regiment and the whole weight of the battle fell upon this 
regiment. «The 209th regiment with 2 field and 1 mortar squadrons with full 
success repelled all the attempts of the two regiments of the 78th Division to 
debouch from the forest that is north of Sersky Lias. Being present at the site 
of the battle, I could ascertain the discipline of fire defense, which was perfectly 
organized and brilliantly conducted by the regiment commander colonel Mig-
levsky» (commander of the 1st Brigade of the 53rd Division I. Holmsen). The reg-
iment withstood the enemy’s blow to the end, successfully repelled the attacks, 
giving the main parts of the corps the opportunity to withdraw, and with the 
onset of darkness left its position. By 5 o’clock in the morning on February 5, 
the regiment joined the general column. The column was stretched to 25 versts. 
People were exhausted from fatigue, insomnia, hunger, the night-piercing cold. 

There were no bandages, the bullets and shells were running out. The horses ate 
the snow and gnawed the bark of the trees. From the memoirs of A. Uspensky 
(commander of the 16th company of the 106th Ufimsky regiment: «That were 
creepy hours. Hunger, exhaustion from insomnia and fatigue took away the 
last strength from officers and soldiers. Many of us slept on the go. There was a 
fog in my eyes, a nightmare in my head. Unhappy horses suffered from fodder 
and exhaustion no less than us.» At 11 am on February 5, by order of the head-
quarters of the corps, the 209th Regiment was withdrawn from the division and 
joined the Chizhov Brigade to strengthen its vanguard.

The space between 2nd and 31st German divisions was still slightly occupied 
by the enemy and on the morning of February 5, leaving the remaining carts, 
it was possible to withdraw the personnel of the corps from the encirclement 
by a throw to Lipsk. Seeing the inaction of the corps commander and his staff, 
the chiefs of the divisions gathered in Rudavka on the evening of February 5 
to work out an action plan for getting out of the encirclement. It was decided 
to attack the enemy on the next day, February 6, and try to break through to 
Grodno near the village of Bogatyri and Markovtsy. The commanders of the 
units divided position lying forward to the sectors, distributed the troops among 
themselves, and agreed on the time for the commencement of operations. The 
209th regiment was ordered to seize the village of Bogatyri and the height of 
this village, then together with the 113th regiment to capture the Kopchany 
village. In the morning, the regiments went on the offensive. Without training, 
without intelligence, without contact with the rear, without general leadership, 
the battle began. It was a frontal attack. The 209th regiment, having occupied 
the village of Severnye Bogatyri, attacked the strongly fortified positions near 
the village of Yuzhnye Bogatyri. One attack followed another, and the enemy 
was knocked out of the village only after the third attack. He went to the second 
line of the trenches, from where he went on a counterattack after the artillery 
preparation fire, embracing the flanks of the 209th regiment. The regiment was 
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forced to withdraw, losing 2/3 of its manpower. About 400 people remained in 
the regiment, and there were almost no guns or rifles. The task seemed to be 
impossible. About 3 o’clock in the afternoon, the enemy on the whole front went 
on the offensive. The 209th regiment managed to keep the village of Severnye 
Bogatyri behind it.

A critical moment has come. It was necessary to make a decision. The corps 
commander decided to break out of the encirclement. The plan for the break-
through was as follows: on the night of February 8, the regiments should form 
a marching order — the vanguard, the main forces, the rear guard, — cross the 
bridge of the Volkush river at the Mlynek estate, and then the troops should 
move towards Zhabicke to the Bobr river crossings. They waited for dawn. With 
the dawn, the last desperate battle began. According to the order of the corps 
commander, the 209th regiment must be in the composition of the main forces 
during the breakthrough. But Miglevsky received the order for this only on the 
morning of February 8. It was clear that the regiment, which was in the village of 
Severnye Bogatyri, would not be able to get to the appointed place. Realizing all 
the hopelessness of the situation created and the inevitability of the imminent 
danger, and perhaps even death, the commander decides to hide the banner of 
the regiment. He and his orderlies buried the shaft, pommel, brace and Alexan-
der ribbons from the banner near the headquarters of the regiment, which was 
in the village of Volkush, and ordered the orderlies lance corporal Buffetov and 
ordinary Aksenov to make their way to Grodno to inform the army headquarters 
about the location of the banner. The cloth of the banner was sewn in the cas-
sock of the regimental priest (during the Prasnyshian offensive operation the 
buried parts of the banner were opened, the cloth of the banner was returned 
home much later). The regimental commander burned all the papers and plans.

The Germans, who occupied the villages of Southern Bogatyri and Bartniki, 
went on the offensive to the village of Severnye Bogatyri and Volkush and be-
gan to move along the Volkush river to the Mlynek estate. Hearing a firefight 
in his rear, the regimental commander gives the last order: to withdraw to the 
Volkushinsky bridge and to restrain the enemy there, who was eager to cross 
the river to strike Russian troops on the left bank of the Volkush river. In this 
unequal battle, the regiment died heroically, sharing a common bitter fate with 
the entire 20th Corps. There were only small groups left of the regiment. The 
commander of the regiment, Colonel Miglevsky, was captured.

With its tenacious resistance for ten days, the encircled troops managed to 
break the development of the German offensive, absorbing all the energy of the 
advancing German troops. They stopped at the Bobr river, which they no longer 
had the strength to force.
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THE PROJECT «WE REMEMBER! WE ARE PROUD! WE HONOR!»

The First World War was largely forgotten, and the reason for this were the 
numerous upheavals that had to be experienced in our country in the 20th cen-
tury. The history of the regiment, formed on the land of the Bogorodsky district 
of the Moscow province, can serve as an example. For many years, the soldiers 
and officers of the regiment were forgotten, but in recent years the people’s 
memory has awakened and the inhabitants of Noginsk have been working for 
more than 10 years to preserve the memory of their heroic townsmen.

Various state and public organizations have united to preserve and perpetu-
ate the memory of the soldiers of the 209th Bogorodsky infantry regiment, each 
of which puts its contribution to the common cause:

1.  Moscow Regional Public Organization «Center for Support of Social  
and Public Initiatives»

2.  Municipal Cultural Institution «Noginsk Museum and Exhibition Center»
3.  Bogorodsky deanery
4.  Private institution «Military Technical Museum of Courage,  

Valor and Glory»
5.  Military historical association «Kurgan»
6.  All-Russian public organization of veterans of the armed forces  

of the Russian Federation
7.  The project «Historical Memory» of the United Russia party
8.  Commission for the spiritual and moral and patriotic education of the 

children and youth of the Council under the President of the Russian 
Federation on Interethnic Relations

9.  Mass media of the Noginsk district
In the Noginsk Museum and Exhibition Center the exhibition «Breakthrough» 

successfully works, where the original documents and possessions of the sol-
diers of the 209th infantry Bogorodsky regiment are presented.
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In one of the squares of Noginsk the foundation stone of the future mon-
ument to the 209th Bogorodsky infantry regiment is set, around which the 
mourning events are held on the day of the death of the regiment. The more and 
more participants gather every year. It is gratifying that the townspeople begin 
to take an active interest in the history of their land and respect the memory of 
their townsmen.

In 2014, on the centennial of the outbreak of the First World War, a delega-
tion was formed that brought together more than 100 participants who visited 
the battlefields of the regiment in East Prussia and brought a capsule with an 
earth from there that was solemnly put in the foundation of a memorial stone 
in Noginsk. In Polessk, Kaliningrad Region, at the site of the first battle of the 
regiment, a memorial stone and a capsule with Bogorodsk land were laid, and 
documents, rare items and a copy of the Banner of the 209th Bogorodsky infan-
try regiment were transferred to the Noginsk Museum and Exhibition Center to 
decorate the exhibition.

With the active assistance of the Administration of the Kaliningrad region, 
the delegation, which included representatives of the Noginsk district, veterans, 
representatives of public organizations, the priest of Bogorodskoye deanery and 
schoolchildren of Noginsk district visited the memorial sites in the Kaliningrad 
region and took part in the mourning events. A commemorative medal was is-
sued within the framework of the campaign.

A large research work that were carried out in state archives and museums 
allowed the restoration of little-known pages of the history of the formation and 
combat path of the regiment, the biographies of some soldiers and regimental 
officers, as well as the tragic events when the soldiers of the regiment participate 
in the battles of the First World War. The result of a large search and research 
work was the publication of a book about the history of the regiment «We are the 
heaven-born soldiers» and the release of the historical documentary film «209th 
Bogorodsky Regiment.»

To maximize the approach of exhibits to people, it was decided to create a 
traveling exhibition display. Two showcases with original items from the times 
of the First World War and four information stands were prepared, which will 
allow you to get acquainted with the history of the 209th Bogorodsky infantry 
regiment on your own, to see the copies of documents, photos of Bogorodsk and 
its residents in the distant 1914.

Traveling display was demonstrated
–  to the meeting of the Diocesan Department for Cooperation  

with the Armed Forces and law enforcement agencies;
–  at the solemn meeting of the All-Russian Public Organization  

of Veterans of the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation;
–  in the Moscow Regional Duma on the anniversary of the death  

of the regiment;
–  at the meeting of the Commission for the spiritual and moral and patriotic 

education of the children and youth of the Council under the President  
of the Russian Federation on Interethnic Relations

On the anniversary of the death of the regiment – 22nd of February – an 
annual mourning rally is held near the foundation stone and a lesson of living 
history for schoolchildren in the building of the Museum and Exhibition Center. 
Students, representatives of public and veteran organizations come to the rally.

In 2017, a single day of the show was organized – on February 21, 2017, on 
the 102nd anniversary of the death of the regiment, the film «209th Bogorodsky 
Regiment» was shown at the regional channel 360, as well as on municipal TV 
channels: Noginsk district, Electrostal, Schelkovsky district, Ramensky district, 
Pavlovsky Posad district, Orekhovo-Zuevsky district.

The meetings are held for schoolchildren and youth of the former Bogorod-
sky parish, during which a film was shown and booklets with a story about the 
project were distributed to the participants. In 2016 – 2017, 25 of such events 
were held, in which more than 2,000 people participated.
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To attract the attention of children to the study of the history of the regi-
ment, a regional creative contest «In the Memory of the Battle Route of the 209 
Bogorodsky Infantry Regiment» was organized and held, which will become an 
annual one. The competition was attended by students from 22 schools. The re-
sults of the competition were announced on March 23, 2017. Winners received 
diplomas of winners and certificates for a trip to St. Petersburg from the hands 
of the Head of the district and the Chairman of the Commission for Spiritual, 
Moral and Patriotic Education of Children and Youth of the Council under the 
President of the Russian Federation on Interethnic Relations.

On March 28–29, the winners of 2017 visited the city of St. Petersburg. The 
children visited the Military History Museum of Artillery, Engineers and Signal 
Corps, where the preserved banner of the Bogorodsky Regiment is kept.

Currently, meetings are actively held in Sunday schools and among the parish-
ioners of the Bogorodsky deanery, during which the participants get acquainted 
with the history of the 209th Bogorodsky Regiment, including details about the 
feat of Father Philotheus who saved the banner of the regiment. With the blessing 
of the rural dean of the churches of the Bogorodsky district, we also announced a 
competition for knowledge of the history of the Bogorodsky Regiment.

Activities implemented within the framework of the project are widely cov-
ered in district and regional media. There are broadcasts on the radio of Noginsk 
and Radio «Podmoskovye», regular news on Noginsk TV channel.

Articles on the progress of the project were published in historical and pa-
triotic publications – «Military History Magazine», «Patriot of the Fatherland» 
magazine, «Military Knowledge» magazine, «Bogorodskiye Vesti», «Volkhonka» 
and «Vostochny Express».


